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ossible disposal of the 5 captured Britis sub 

and lanation of the ele tt 'e 

Rerers to Jerusalem telegram 282 1260/51) 

Gives latest information regarding briefing of a 
lawyer for the five men. Men are said to be well. 
I.ZeLe newspaper, Herut, stated that there was not 
sufficient evidence to warrant charges against Downs 
and Bryant,, so best course might be to have them 
released here and other three expelled. Wireless 
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JERUSALEM (Acting Cons 
No.285 General) 








Dated 17 Jul 48 
. transmitter was “intercom set between Consulate and 
Received | 49 Jul 46 | Cathedral, and it is doubtful if any of the men had 
in Registry 
eee sufficient knowledge to alter wavelength fran 49 
metres on which it was operating and which is far 
from being a secret wavelength. 3 
Last Paper. | oe ' ei ideon: ea 
E172 | lanMactsll. 20:vir 
| Th athtanr.c. $A, wre prrapl-oid — frwe 
References. | pbs oa : ; - YD x 
i a —S Sat Z 4) Flay lew Pr ~ & We 2 
| wpe bin ‘s sole lors |} ro ee (hx eo, aunts L:> F 2. fos 
iS ahd cata de 
| Necwerte, wiIe MD Surtt. 
(Print.) 4 
Miabfon 
| fr £ ee ~ 
1B a 2? 
(How disposed of.) / 
S)lakeckas diol + 
At. Kenobeht (K Sf) 73. 2, 
the hone (Tbh). / 
i aia : 
t Renu wl 503 
4Z/ 
6 pllag dit + Kaball 
cont fox. 
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{This telegram is ef particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en] 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTENTAL DISTHIBUTION 


FOM JERUSALE TO FOXEIGN OFFICE 
Acting British Cemsul General 0D.4.51.p.m.17th July 1948 
Ne: 285 





17th July 1948 R.6.52.pemo17th July 1948 
SECRET . o 770- 7 “CA 


My immediately preceding telegram and your telegram 
Ne: 457. ie Wir fr2 so 


Abducted British subjects. 


Beth Levin and the firm ef Herewitz werked well fer 
fermer Palestinian Gevernment and I shall appreach them as 
seen as pessible. Sele difficulty may be that they 
specialised in civil cases and may refuse te take this 
case. In that event I thimk we ceuld safely be guided by 
Mr. Levin in cheesing enether lecal lawyer. 


2. Jewish jeurnalists claim te have seen the five men 
yesterday morning and infermed my Belgian celleague that they 
were in geee health, well fed and merely complained ef the 
lack ef exercise. 


5. My Belgian celleague inferms me that I.2.1. 
newspaper, Herut, yesterday stated that there was net 
sufficient evidence te warrant the charges against Bryant 
and Dewns. He said Jewish circles in Jerusalem were 
canvassing twe selutiens either a trial in Tel Aviv er 
expulsion of all five. He asked which we would prefer him 
to work for, as Chairman of the Truce Commission. I replied 
that you would favour the latter course but that since 
expulsion would bear an imputation of guilt I suggested 
that, in respect of Bryant and Downs, if in fact there was 
no evidence to justify a charge, it would be best to 
work for their immediate release here and expulsion of 
the other three. This solution would allow re-employment 
of Bryant and Downs by the Company and I hope you approve 
this variation on the line you took with Goldman. 


4. Wireless transmitter referred to is of course the 
"intercom" set for commumication with this Censulate and 
the Cathedral. It is one of the factors which led me te 


suspect that thi w, 
sity & 
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Jerusalem telegram No: 285 te Fereign Office 


«@s 


suspect that this Ceasulate might be ,grp.undec] trial 
(my telegram No: 266). I think therefore that yeu sheuld 


knew: 


(a) Beth Jewish end Arab autherities were 
infermed ef intentien te instal the sets abeut twe 
weeks befere the terminatien ef the mandate. Bryant 
himself tela the Jews and Brice, whe at that time was 
a member ef the staff ef Jerusalem Electric Cerperation 
and is new the 1.0... representative in the Censulate 
and eperater ef the set here, the Arabs. The Arab Higher 
Cemmittee sent a band ef armed irregulars te inspect 
the set en the Slectric Cerperatien's premises. The 
latter fact and Brice’s pesitien may ef ceurse be wed 
te implicate this Censulate; 


(») That I persenally en sbeut \’ay 16th speke 
ever my set te Jerusalem Slectric and the Cathedral 
impressed upen them that the sets were te be used selely 
fer news ef British community and were net (repeat net) 
te be used fer any news which either side might interpese 
as military intelligence; 


(c) That in anticipatien ef exactly the present 
situatien I made ne secret ef existence ef this inter- 
Cemmumicating radie system in cenversatiens with Jewish 
Agency and even mentiened the set in the Slectric 
Cerperatien premises in cenversatien ef ifay 18th when 
sending cemmunicatien referred te in my telegram Ne: 52; 


(a) Since we used preper names ef persens te 
whem we speke and breadcast en 49 metres, which is easy 
te pick up, eur cenversatiens were ebvieusly a quite 
umsuitable vehicle fer the passing of military intelligence. 
I am reasonably sure therefere that ne military intelligence 
has been passed te this Censulate but it cannet be ruled 
eut that members eof Jerusalem Electric used the set at 
different times te communicate with ether persens. SBrice 
deubts, hewever, whether they have anyene ef sufficient 
technical ability te eperate the set en anether wavelength. 
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Slaugater ud ..ay contir. taat 


arrange for Horowitz ana Company to 5 


Pith, 
eee 





2) 


A rormer pupil of ais caliead Soloman is 






Horowitz's iiaifa oifice and you snoula 


ucvise us to cuoice S:.oule ve taxren. 





Fh Eights £ 
tht At ATE 


Cypher. 






your best enceavours Wits concurren:e€ o 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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arrestea wei to obtui.. a special iicenc 






Departiisntal. to represent 








underts.e cefence. iiere tuey nave ories 


wind aS 4 possible alternative to Levii., 







ada 


Ol) 


eu 


Electric Corzoraticn *s Lonaor solicitors 


our 


s.iould 


engaged to 


icnard 


Levy wuo0 is reaay to <g> out if anc wuen necessury. 


partner oi 


nav 


e 


am a 


#isOS€ 


t tue 


the resuest fo: thic ist rorus.ly emanate 


-© Loz 


them: a8 well us a local lawyer. 


Ze It u trial is to take place you snouia use 


.EVY 


Ao 


Trois 


. . “a oa ~ os et “ ea, 7 r ro Of 
the accused tne..selves it siiouls i.0ot, we frel, 
= v involve you. iM recogniizsc.in O1 Vio s8raeid 
ae p= 
c— authorities. Shoulc aii; initiative be taxen 
* - 5 sat! 7 
De oraamz LO wll 2 dil COires '0i1.. Gil vu 
:G@l aviv t Erovicional Goveriu 6 1S ~ey,or 
muvee CSciceu O41 ua LVal INSTES&u OL @ piivary 
trial, CGak FOU Confirm? -PrLease anhcor:. Uh a 
iS MU dnve Telisobe Disou.udteon o- tae Poll 
J 
/ ) 


& 2 


RELLY 


Lis 


oO 
SuvOk: 


(a) present pluce and concé.tions o: detenii 
whether tnere is to ve a trial; 
its date and place; 


) 
) 

(d) the type of court and 
) 


(e tne nature ot the charges. 
$e Your paragraph 3. Your reply i$ a, proved. 
a Your pareugraph 4. You nay fina it advisah 


vo prepare for evidet.ce regarding instaliation an 


use 0i tnese wizeless transmitters to de given at 


the trial. Would you recoimuend imat Srice snoula 


hs 


be encouraged to apyeur as witness? He seens 


indicated as being tue culmpetent technician aid not 


u wember of the Foreign Service. 


ie 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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yor teleprea 


wy telegrea “24/7 [oi 15th July] and 
Sunjects]. 


0.988 [of 17th Julyjs Abducted british 


Blectric Corporstion'’s .oidon colicitor® ..ec"rs. 
Sleughter end way coniira that you Shoule erranse tor 
Horowitz and Company to be engscec w undertehke deience. 
Yere they heve brieied xicherd wevy who is ready to go 
ut if anc when necessary. 4 toraer puril ci his celled 
woloarn is partner of Horowitz's Heife cittce and you shouls 
heve hia in sind es 9 xsc7ible alternetive to wevin, whose 
advice as to choice should be taken. 


2. If e trial is to take lace you should use your 
best endeaveur? with concurrence er the arrested ser to 
obt: in a snec‘al licence itcr wevy Ww reoresent thea es 
well as a lecel lawyer. As the request ior this iust 
forually emenate from the rccuse’ theicelves it shoulé 
not, we feel, involve you in recemition ot tne Israeli 
euthorities. Should ony initirtive be taken here? 


5. According to the “Tises" corresnondent in sel 
Aviv the Provisions] Gevernsent is reverted to heve decides 
on a civil instead of a nilitsry triel. Can ,°u cor ’ra’ 
Pierse infora us eS ston cf you hrve reli:ble infer is tion 
of the f-lloving: 


(cr) Present plece and condition= of deie tticn; 

(bd) whether there is to Le a iriel; 

(ce) Its deve snd plece; 

(d) The tyne of court end 

(e) ‘The n- ture of the charges. 

44 Your paragreph 5. Your reply i> epproved. 

5e Your paracr’ph 4e Yeu ary find it cdviseole 
to prensre tor evidence regerding installetion end use of 
these .irele’s transaliters .> be given st the triol. 
euld you recomaend thet srice eh ulé ve encoure ed 19 
£ pesr e> witnese? ie sees indicrted ss veins the 
coapetent technicie: aif ne o saember of the roreign service. 
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